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From the Convenor

College Annual Magazine is the reflection of the ideas that the students have about the world around
them. When you pen down your thoughts and ideas, you are communicating to the reader what your
standpoints are about the world. | hope the magazine has helped in generating the culture of writing
and expressing thoughts. Wishing all the success to the magazine.

Mr. Albin Thomas
Assistant Professor

College of Social Work (Autonomous), Nirmala Niketan



Lives that crave for equity
Himani Londhe, BSW 111

As part of my social work course which includes field work, | got an opportunity to work with people

who are as important as others but people never considered them even as a part of the society.

It was in the month of July, 2019 that for my field work, | was placed in Jeevandhara, Institute of Social
Service (ISS) situated in Kolad, a village in Raighad district. The organization has been working
extensively for the Katkari tribal community for more than 25 years. The Katkari tribal community is a

primitive forest tribe based mostly in Raigad and Thane Districts of Maharashtra.

When | started vising the tribal hamlet, | saw a different reality
of the world which | cannot explain in words. They live in a

' condition where they do not have proper land, no proper house,
‘ unable to get proper food, lacking sanitation facilities. Some of
the hamlets are too far away from city area, There are only few
public transportation facilities available that reached us to the place. Also, some of the hamlets do not
have proper roads, so you need to walk a lot. Many people there depend on daily wage labour, hunting
and gathering. When they go for work, their children stay alone in their homes. Since they do not have
proper jobs, they migrate to different cities in search of work. These migration patterns disturb
children’s education. Many children are unable to continue their schooling because they need to take
care of their younger siblings. Also, after having migrated to cities like those in Karnataka, if these
children go to school, they are unable to understand the language because they only understand their
tribal dialect and Marathi.

Another side of the Katkari tribe I got to know was when | lived with them in their houses for agency
work. | got showers of love from these people. They never made me feel | was an outsider or burdened,
they were very helpful, | did not stay just in one house. | was shifting my stay in different houses from
different hamlets. Everyone was giving me pure love and care. The beauty of their culture is unity and
respect for each other, yes there were internal conflict among them but they have their unique way to
solve them. They have indigenous knowledge about medicine, forest, etc. You will see different talent

and many more things which I experienced as | lived with them.

When | came back home after seeing the truth of their lives it made me feel very

~ disturbed, angry, etc. If you look at the photo, wherein one small child who
belongs to the Katkari tribe sitting on bamboo rice cleaner which is enclosed on
.~ three sides and there is only one opening. The same scenario | observed in the

tribe. Their life has different boundaries and there is hardly any way out and



they are struggling with many issues in their day-to-day life. These people live their life with no proper

food, house, toilet etc. They are unable to fulfil their basic needs.

Boundaries like cultural imperialism, marginalization and powerlessness, violence and exploitation
exist in their life. The cultural imperialism involves following the dominant set of traditions in terms of
beliefs, values, goals and achievements. Now the Katkari tribe is getting influenced with other cultures
and celebrating festivals like Ganesh Chaturthi, Haldi Kunku even though they don’t know the actual
meaning of these festivals; because of that their own culture decline. Marginalization is in some ways
worse than exploitation because society has decided that it cannot or will not use these people even for

labour. In case of powerlessness, they are socially ruled by the dominating class and they have to take

order from the dominating class. | personally analysed that as | visited a
~* nearby wadi where there is a company which was established in 1990s.
When | met the company manager regarding fund and while interacting, |
| got to know that in that particular company, people from these hamlets were
| not allowed to work because the company needed skilled labour. Lack of
education made their situation still worse because they did not get
opportunities to work based on their expertise. As | understand, this is
happening because India promotes western education system which is good
for other countries but India needs a different educational approach. With regard to violence, there is
probably most obvious and visible forms of violence occurring in this region like sexual violence, hate
crime, psychological, verbal, nonverbal, etc. There is also environmental exploitation. Tribal people are
better at looking after their environment than anyone else; their survival depends on it. But now, they
face restriction of forest rights. Instead of recognising tribal people’s right to their land, the government
has carried out more evictions in order to promote endeavours like creating more parks to bring in more
tourists. As a result, the Katkaris are plagued with the issue of landlessness and subsequent distress of
migration. Most literature on the Katkaris cite landlessness as the single biggest problem making them
vulnerable and deprived, forced to get into doing bonded labour leading to their being exploited. To cite
an example from a family | encountered, the family was offered a sum of Rs. 1,50,000 for two years of
making their children work as child labourers for the sake of which the whole family consented to
migrated to Karnataka. Later on, because of language barrier, these children and many others like them
have been unable to get education under RTE. So, laws like the RTE Act are not even helping them to

fight for their justice.

It’s unbelievable that people live in such extreme poverty so close to urban mega cities and still
somehow go unnoticed. There is no end to exploitation till tribal people raise their voice. There is no
shortcut to mobilization of popular effort and such a mobilization of popular effort is not possible
without tribal participation which can be generated only if the government and voluntary associations

join hands for this common cause.



Further on, Katkari tribe needs to stay focused on heading towards progress through conscientization.
The term conscientization refers to gaining critical consciousness through education, literacy and self-
reflection which will help these oppressed people gain a greater understanding and consciousness of
themselves and others. It is through gaining a critical perspective of their oppressor that these oppressed

people are able to begin to raise their voices against it and free themselves from oppression.
Written By: Himani Londhe

Reference:

1. https://www.indiafellow.org/blog/2019/09/who-are-the-katkari.
2. Tribal Identity and Minority Status, Rudolf C. Heredia.

Living in Uncertainty
Ninad Pandya, MSW-1

It feels cold outside,

Not warm inside either,

We have been asleep,

Only waking up

To unfinished dreams.

So much in numbers,

We’re not enough for ourselves.
Under the same sun,

We shadow ourselves.

Simple is unreal,

Complications are truer,

To our own men and women,

As demons, we’re cruel.

Crying is weak, Loving unfamiliar,
The world is changing, it holds no one dear.
What started it we don’t know,
What would end it, neither.
Nothing seems to change anything,
Nothing appears clear.

I just want to breathe,


https://www.indiafellow.org/blog/2019/09/who-are-the-katkari

And in this mess, survive,
I just need some warmth,

And some love, in this short life.

In The Midst of a Pandemic

Om Kore, BSW1

In the midst of a pandemic,

Behind closed doors.

Thoughts running through the mind

Were not very aesthetic,

Was trying to think

How far will I survive?

Tested positive for the virus

Faced difficulties in breathing,

Feeling uneasy thus

Recalled my whole life

While staring at the ceiling,

I could sense the voice of health workers

Around me, doing their task.

As they checked the pressure of air,

Given me through the oxygen mask

"You will recover soon

We've seen things still worse

You are pretty immune”

Cheered a nurse

I got a sense of confidence

Despite all the conflicts

All the impotence,

The words from her lips,

Acted like a magical spell

And | started feeling well.

Was discharged in few days

With the feeling of being a warrior

Who fought his battles in weird ways

And got through every barrier

So all you need



Is not someone great
Just find a person
Who can inspire confidence

And can help you revive

Corona

Sarika D’souza, BSW II

Look at me

My name is Covid-19

A destroyer

Seeking to kill you as faster

Not many but few bother

No one has the guts to give me an order
Because | am the only sole master over all
Your technology failed to stop a disaster
New virus to come, deadly killer

It makes itself work and is full of power
Having the symptom of high fever

Seizing upon those who use no sanitizer

The darkness of the virus spreading great fear
Requesting us, media every time to be wiser
As the virus lurks, to it great numbers delivered
While all is lost, many impoverished

Seek how in this pandemic to sustain lives better.

Jobs are curtailed, and workers worried

Stay at a safe distance from each other

Never happened like this in history before

But the star of hope shined brighter

Made the earth pollution free in some manner
All were fighting and united in times of danger
Humanity grew up stronger than ever

Whilst time in our life is the best teacher




Stay Home Stay Safe

Siddhant. B, BSW |

Governments tell us, "Stay Home, Stay Safe" because of this virus.

I try to do my part but staying at home 24/7. It is safe, but not easy at all.

Oh, how I miss my friends, our silliness, our long conversations.

I even miss our dramatic fights.

Oh, how I miss my freedom. The freedom to be a child, to just run and play...
Oh, how | miss going out to the malls, the parks, meeting friends, visiting my family.
But then I think of the people who have no choice but to go out to work:
Doctors, nurses, cashiers, soldiers, and many others...

They risk their lives so we all can stay safe and get the resources we need.

I thank them from the bottom of my heart!

I think about the people suffering, so many dying...

People who are gone forever from their loved ones.

They cry and weep to no avail...

Those who were loved are never coming back.

I think about the homeless and the hungry.

They already suffer every day, yet, now they are hit harder than us.

Why are they hit hard? | don't know...

All | know is that we need to change this.

Then | say to myself, I can do this! | can do my part! | can stay home to stop the spread!
I can raise money for those who need it the most!

I can do this to stop the spread and you can too!
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